WELCOME TO THIS QUARTER OF THE

WESLEY BIBLE CURRICULUM!

WHEN GOD SPEAKS

“[God] has spoken to us by his Son” (Heb. 1:2).

This is the effective premise to the object of our study this quarter: the God-inspired text of
Hebrews. The author acknowledged that while God has spoken as well in the past, Jesus Christ
is the final Word. All that is truth in Scripture and in life is fulfilled and completed in the person
of God the Son, “through whom . .. [God] made the universe” (1:2).

There are many competing voices in our reality to this day—some even speak the truth.
But whatever else has been or will be said must be measured against the person of Jesus
Christ and his gospel. The author of Hebrews seemed to have been particularly concerned for
the distractions of these voices, cautioning “that we do not drift away” from the story and truth
of Christ's gospel (2:1).

We don't have to look far in this day and age to realize how valid this concern is—the
distracting voices are manifold in the form of various religions (and perversions of biblical
truth), as well as the world’s diverse philosophies and moralities. Even within the walls of
churches, we must be on our guard lest we drift away from the absolute centrality of God the
Son and his gospel.

So as we delve into and explore the nuances and contexts of ancient Hebrew traditions,
practices, and rituals, we will always be holding up truths against the light of God the Son. We
will not lose sight of the profound ramifications of his becoming a fully human being, a man
who lived, suffered, and died in a particular culture with its particular worldview, all for their—
and our—sake.

In all that we consider and weigh in the context of an ancient, Roman-occupied, Palestinian
world and culture, we will never lose sight of this transcending truth: The voice that defines
all truth is Jesus Christ, God the Son incarnate—the very voice that spoke the universe into
existence.

Together we'll listen carefully. BIBLE STUDY TIP
You will deepen your reflection on these
Wesleyan Publishing House Editorial Team lessons by reading Light from the Word

each day throughout the week. This
helpful, daily devotional follows the
theme of each week’s
lesson with a relevant,
practical message
aimed at sharpening
your spiritual life.
You'll be immersed
For more great Bible study resources visit in these Scriptures

www.wesleyan.org/curriculum and related passages
every day.




HOW TO USE WESLEY BIBLE STUDIES TEACHER’S GUIDE

Evaluate offers the opportunity for you to review
the important truths from last week’s lesson and
discuss the most relevant applications members
saw throughout the week.

A

EVALUATE

Engage includes suggested activities aimed at
getting your class to think, discuss, react, or in
some way participate in the lesson.
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Examine draws members into the study of Scripture.
Here they will look closely at the scriptural content,
coming to know what the Bible says. There may be
more information than you have time to use in class,
but it will be helpful for you as you prepare for the
lesson.

Explore guides members in processing the Bible content
and grappling with its implications for their lives.

Exercise helps you guide members to take action on
the truth they have discovered.

By reading for fifteen minutes each day, you can read every
chapter of the Bible in one year. Begin anytime!
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. Jeremiah 32-34
. Jeremiah 35-37
. Jeremiah 38-41
. Jeremiah 42-45
. Jeremiah 46-48

. Jeremiah 49
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. Lamentations 1-2
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20. Titus & Philemon 20. Isaiah 65-66
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. Ezekiel 34-36
. Ezekiel 37-39
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. Ezekiel. 43-45
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. 2 Peter 1-3



KEY VERSE

The Son is the radiance of God's glory
and the exact representation of his
being, sustaining all things by his
powerful word. After he had provided
purification for sins, he sat down at the
right hand of the Majesty in heaven.
—Hebrews 1:3
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THE FINALITY OF
GOD’S SALVATION

SCRIPTURE

* Hebrews 1:1-14
CHECK IT OUT

Wesley Bible Lesson Commentary
= Volume 5 * Unit1 ¢ Lesson 1
Activity: Heresy Research

LESSON FOCUS

Jesus alone is the source of
redeeming grace.

SESSION OVERVIEW

O ur lesson text, as well as the entire epistle of Hebrews,
clearly reveals that Jesus Christ totally completed the
revelation of God's plan, purpose, and method for humankind'’s
salvation. There is no valid substitute.

gage

TRODUCTION

The author of the book of Hebrews is unnamed, those
addressed are not identified, and those who circulated it are
not mentioned. (Helpful introductory information is found
in Hebrews: A Bible Commentary in the Wesleyan Tradition
by Dr. Gareth L. Cockerill, pages 13-18.) However, Hebrews
contains an authentic message from God to his people. The
essence of that message is that Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, is
qualified to provide—and did in fact provide—an adequate plan
for our salvation. Through Jesus Christ, salvation is available for
every human being. No one is excluded.

examine s en

notes

Review the main points of last

— week’s lesson with your class.
EVALUATE  Encourage class members to
share encouragement or words of truth they
received from the study.

@°> oOpening

Prepare a matching quiz that asks
ENGAGE  your class to identify a prophet

with their message. For example: John the

Baptizer said, “Behold, the Lamb of God.”

Background

4 As you likely know, no one knows
EXAMINE  \vhat human agent God used in
the writing of the letter to the Hebrews.
More confusing is that this document
contains few traits to distinguish it as a
letter. It reads more like a sermon. Hints at
the end of the book indicate that the author
and its recipients knew each other well (see,
for example, 13:23-24). But the author did
not identify himself (or herself). Nor did
the recipients clearly identify their corre-
spondent when they passed this “letter” on
to other churches. Even leaders within the
broader ancient church debated the author-
ship of Hebrews. Some possibilities include
Paul, Barnabas, Apollos, Priscilla, and Aquila.

Who received this bit of apostolic writing?

Scholars can do a bit better with that
question. Although no one can state with
certainty their location, the content of
the book (firmly based on Old Testament
material) leads to a nearly unanimous
opinion that the unknown author intended
his writing for Jewish believers. Reading
this volume, these Christians would have
heard again that Jesus had fulfilled the Old
Testament hope. These assurances would
have helped them avoid yielding to any
temptation to return to Old Testament
worship practices.



ONE: Use a chart to compare
Hebrews 1:1-4 with John 1:1-4. In
what ways are these two passages
about Jesus similar? How do they differ?

N
EXAMINE

1:1 In the past. During the Old Testament era.

1:1 God spoke. Although the writer clearly
wanted to demonstrate the superiority of
Christ over all Old Testament precursors, the
writer upheld the earlier Scriptures as the
Word of God.

1:1 our ancestors. With this phrase, the
author appears to have included both
himself and his readers within the Jewish
nation.

1:1 the prophets. God's spokespeople. A
prophet may on occasion foretell the future,
but a true prophet is one who, no matter
what the time reference of their message,
speaks for God.

1:2 in these last days. In contrast to the more
distant past described in the book’s opening
phrase.

1:2 he has spoken. The same God who
appeared in Jesus also interacted with the
people of the Old Testament. That fact
seems obvious to most of us, but across
Christian history, many have tried to paint
the Old Testament God as an inferior figure.

1:2 by his Son. The rest of the chapter
(indeed, the book) shows how Jesus offers—
in contrast to helpful but incomplete Old
Testament descriptions—the definitive
picture of God.

1:2 appointed heir of all things. In the end, all
that is will come under the power of Christ.

1:2 through whom also he made the universe.
In the beginning, Christ was active in the
origin of all that is.
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Jesus proclaims God’s Word (Heb. 1:1-2).

KJV

1 God, who at sundry times and in
divers manners spake in time past
unto the fathers by the prophets,

2 Hath in these last days spoken
unto us by his Son, whom he hath
appointed heir of all things, by whom

NIV

1 In the past God spoke to our ances-
tors through the prophets at many
times and in various ways,

2 butin these last days he has spoken
to us by his Son, whom he appointed
heir of all things, and through whom

also he made the worlds; also he made the universe.

The epistle begins with the majestic word God (KJV). This reminds
us of the first chapters of both Genesis and John. In a helpful devo-
tional exposition of Hebrews titled The Way into the Holiest, F. B.
Meyer stated: “What word could more fittingly stand at the head of
the first line of the first paragraph in this noble epistle! Each structure
must rest upon him as foundation; each tree must spring from him as
root; each design and enterprise must originate in him as source. . . .
And with that name we commence our attempt to gather up some
of the glowing lessons which were first addressed to the persecuted
and wavering Hebrews in the primitive age, but have ever been most
highly prized by believing Gentiles throughout the universal Church.”

In the past God spoke (v. 1). Those messages were orally given to
individuals. They were spoken to many persons in the Old Testament,
all of whom are included. To them and through them God gradually
and progressively unfolded his plan for reconciling fallen humanity
to himself. Those messages were essential, and they accomplished his
purpose for Old Testament times.

In these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he
appointed heir of all things (v. 2). The revelation is now complete.
No other plan is valid. His promise in the New Testament is “Everyone
who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved” (Acts 2:21).

The messages of the Old and New Testaments were divinely given.
They possess divine authority in matters of faith and practice. We
now have the answer for “the present life and the life to come”
(1 Tim. 4:8)! Therefore, let the Bible speak as the Holy Spirit illuminates
the Word. This is our guidebook. Christ still speaks. Are we listening?

notes



1. If Christ visited our Bible study today, what do you think he

would say?
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2. How may we become better listeners?

Great news is about to be announced. Get ready to hear it.

Jesus purges our sins (Heb. 1:3).

KV

3 Who being the brightness of his
glory, and the express image of his
person, and upholding all things by
the word of his power, when he had
by himself purged our sins, sat down
on the right hand of the Majesty on
high;

NIV

3 The Son is the radiance of God’s
glory and the exact representation
of his being, sustaining all things
by his powerful word. After he had
provided purification for sins, he
sat down at the right hand of the
Majesty in heaven.

This is not only the key verse to this passage of Scripture but is the
victorious point in the eternal plan of God for our redemption. Christ
was eminently qualified to accomplish this supernatural victory. He was
appointed heir of all things, and he was a full partner in the creation
of the world, including creation of human beings (Heb. 1:2). He is fully
divine. He possesses every attribute God possesses. Everything God is,
Christ is. He was not only a partner in the creation of the world, he
is now a partner in sustaining the world by his powerful word (v. 3).

The laws, prophecies, sacrifices, feasts, and symbols of the Old
Testament are applied to Jesus. “Christ is the culmination of the law
so that there may be righteousness for everyone who believes” (Rom.
10:4). He came into the world for this purpose. He accomplished his
mission and sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven (Heb.
1:3). He conquered Satan. He is our conquering King!

The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representa-
tion of his being (v. 3). John Wesley, in his Explanatory Notes, stated:
“The Son was before all worlds. His glory reaches from everlasting to
everlasting, though God spake by Him to us only ‘in these last days."”

We can never fully appreciate salvation until we see the bad,
sordid, and corrupt nature of sin. Satan caused this great calamity.
He made it as vile as he could. Sin separates us from God. It destroys
fellowship with God. The depth of its depravity and the extent of its

5

notes

[e) One
Q 1. “I have already spoken. It is
EXPLORE  \yritten in the Word. Read it!
Read it!" “Give heed to those teachers and
preachers who are adept at interpreting my
Word."

2. Develop a mind-set to hear what God is
saying. Affirm and confirm what he has said.
Develop an accountability framework. Check
up on yourself,

@ TWO: Use a Bible app such as
¢ BibleGateway.com or a concor-
EXAMINE  dance to trace through Hebrews
to discover how the Son provided purifica-
tion for our sins.

1:3 exact representation of his being. Compare
the contents of these verses with the similar
Christology offered in John 1:1-4: “The Word
was with God . . . the Word was God. . ..
Through him all things were made. ... In
him was life” (the radiance of God's glory).



Q Two
1. To show our deep sorrow and
regret for sins committed. To
establish a barrier between ourselves and
our past sins. We do not want to repeat
the pangs of repentance. It is not an easy
or pleasant experience. Any condition for
salvation had to be something that anyone
could do. Anyone in any culture, regardless
of the kind of sin committed, can repent and
believe. The prevenient grace of God makes
it possible.

2. May be similar to Isaiah 6:3, 5 or Acts 9:6
(KJV).

EXPLORE

1 | sepTEMBER6

destructive powers are beyond human comprehension. Divine justice
pronounced the eternal doom of sinners. The truthfulness of God
required this kind of treatment. The holiness of God called for this
kind of remedy. There was no other solution unless a satisfactory sub-
stitute could be found.

The substitute had to be someone who was equal to God and at the
same time someone who fully related to humankind. Through
the incarnation, Jesus Christ became the God-man who fully quali-
fied to be that perfect substitute. He was the “Lamb who was slain
from the creation of the world” (Rev. 13:8). The atonement is based
on the grace of God and the love of Christ for us. Jesus fully satisfied
the justice, truthfulness, and holiness of God. Nothing else was accept-
able to him. All claims Satan had on the human race are stamped
PAID IN FULL. Jesus paid it all for us! Salvation is now available to
those who repent and believe in him.

God can do more than forgive our sins. He provided purification
for sins (Heb. 1:3). He sent the Holy Spirit to dwell in us. Cleansing
from sin and empowerment to live the Christian life are assured us.
We have eternal life because of him. Max Lucado summarized it well
when he titled one of his books No Wonder They Call Him Savior.

Dr. Billy Graham, in his 2004 Christmas letter, stated: “The story of
Jesus becoming flesh in order to redeem sinful man is still the most
thrilling and powerful message | know. The miraculous birth, sinless life,
sacrificial death, and triumphant resurrection of Jesus Christ are what
distinguish the Christian faith from the religions of the world. When
Jesus stepped out of eternity and into time as a babe in a Bethlehem
stable, it was the turning point for the history of mankind. God had
come to earth to rescue us from our sin.”

8 1. Why does God require repentance and faith to obtain salvation?
O | 2. How do you respond when you encounter sacred moments
a with God?

X
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notes
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Christ pleads our cause (Heb. 1:4-14).

KJV

4 Being made so much better than
the angels, as he hath by inheritance
obtained a more excellent name than
they.

5 For unto which of the angels said
he at any time, Thou art my Son, this
day have | begotten thee? And again,
| will be to him a Father, and he shall
be to me a Son?

6 And again, when he bringeth in
the firstbegotten into the world, he
saith, And let all the angels of God
worship him.

7 And of the angels he saith, Who
maketh his angels spirits, and his min-
isters a flame of fire.

8 But unto the Son he saith, Thy
throne, O God, is for ever and ever: a
sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre
of thy kingdom.

9 Thou hast loved righteousness, and
hated iniquity; therefore God, even
thy God, hath anointed thee with
the oil of gladness above thy fellows.
10 And, Thou, Lord, in the beginning
hast laid the foundation of the earth;
and the heavens are the works of
thine hands:

11 They shall perish; but thou remain-
est; and they all shall wax old as doth
a garment;

12 And as a vesture shalt thou fold
them up, and they shall be changed:
but thou art the same, and thy years
shall not fail.

13 But to which of the angels said he
at any time, Sit on my right hand, until
I make thine enemies thy footstool?
14 Are they not all ministering spirits,
sent forth to minister for them who
shall be heirs of salvation?

NIV

4 So he became as much superior to
the angels as the name he has inher-
ited is superior to theirs.

5 For to which of the angels did God
ever say, “You are my Son; today |
have become your Father”? Or again,
“| will be his Father, and he will be
my Son"?

6 And again, when God brings his
firstborn into the world, he says, “Let
all God's angels worship him.”

7 In speaking of the angels he says,
“He makes his angels spirits, and his
servants flames of fire.”

8 But about the Son he says, “Your
throne, O God, will last for ever and
ever; a scepter of justice will be the
scepter of your kingdom.

9 You have loved righteousness and
hated wickedness; therefore God,
your God, has set you above your
companions by anointing you with
the oil of joy.”

10 He also says, “In the beginning,
Lord, you laid the foundations of the
earth, and the heavens are the work
of your hands.

11 They will perish, but you remain;
they will all wear out like a garment.
12 You will roll them up like a robe;
like a garment they will be changed.
But you remain the same, and your
years will never end.”

13 To which of the angels did God
ever say, “Sit at my right hand until
I make your enemies a footstool for
your feet”?

14 Are not all angels ministering
spirits sent to serve those who will
inherit salvation?

notes

THREE: Discuss why angels
R could be a distraction to the
EXAMINE  first readers of this book. What
kinds of things or ideas can distract us from
following Jesus? In what ways is Jesus supe-
rior to any of these distractions?

1:4 he became . . . superior. Was Christ not
superior to angels from before the moment
of their creation? In what sense did he
become superior? In Christ's nature, he had
always ranked above all heavenly beings.
But his victorious venture on earth had once
again visibly demonstrated his superiority.

1:4 name. In ancient times, a person’s name

was more than a label; a name often identi-

fied some important quality or characteristic
of the person.

1:5 For to which. After stating his first major
premise (the superiority of Christ), the
author asked a number of rhetorical ques-
tions. Most of his questions included Old
Testament quotations.

1:5 You are my Son. This verse's first quota-
tion comes from Psalm 2:7; the second comes
from either 2 Samuel 7:14 or 1 Chronicles
17:13. Both quotations reference the
Father-Son relationship. With these Old
Testament texts, the author pointed out that
one of Christ's key names (1:4) was and is
Son.

1:6 firstborn. With finite minds, we struggle
to comprehend how two eternal, equal
persons can be called “Father” and “Son.”
However we interpret the analogy these
words contain, we must avoid the heresy of
seeing Jesus as either inferior or “younger”
than God the Father.

1:6 Let all God's angels worship him. How does
the Old Testament teach the priority Christ
has over angels? (1) Only Christ can be called
God’'s Son; (2) God never instructed Christ to
worship the angels, but Deuteronomy 32:43,
as it appears in the Dead Sea Scrolls, hints
that God intended the angels to worship
Christ.

1:7 spirits . . . flames of fire. With these words,
the author set up another contrast. God sees
the angels definitely as subordinates, almost
as tools. Psalm 104:4 is the source for the

quotation in this verse. .
continued



1:8 Son. Verses 8-9 show how God sees his
Son not as a servant, but as the eternal King.

1:8 Your throne. His reign.

1:8 O God. In quoting Psalm 45:6-7 as a
reference to Christ, the author again clearly
stated his view that Christ is God himself.

1:8 scepter. When appearing in formal court
settings, a monarch often carries a scepter, a
visible representation of power and majesty.
Christ manifests his power and majesty
through his righteousness, his right attitude,
and his interaction with all other beings.

1:9 anointing. In ancient times, a person (for
example, a priest or king) was set aside for
a special role as another poured oil over
(anointed) the special person’s head.

1:10 In the beginning. In quoting Psalm
102:25-27, the writer of Hebrews repeated
his emphasis that Christ was present not
only at the creation of the material universe,
but in all eternity past. Verses 10-12 also
highlight that Christ's reign continues
through all eternity in the future: “you
remain the same, and your years will never
end.”

1:14 ministering spirits. With the final two
verses of this chapter, the author summa-
rized the contrast. Christ reigns with God the
Father over all creation (Heb. 1:13 quotes Ps.
110:1). The angels play their role, but only as
secondary participants in the overall plan.

Q
1. Calls for a personal response,

EXPLORE  but answers should at least be
emphasizing how God raises his own from
death into life, from humility and suffering to
glorious reward.

2. Calls for a personal response, but the
significance of our Creator, God the Son,
representing us before God the Father, is
profound—we are family.

Three
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When Jesus sat down at the right hand of God, he resumed the
original role he voluntarily relinquished when he came to earth to
redeem us. God bestowed the great heritage of his created world
upon Adam and Eve. It was like an inheritance given to his two earthly
children. He set boundaries for them. They violated those boundar-
ies and thereby forfeited their inheritance. It reverted to God’s only
Son, Jesus Christ. Christ desires that we share with him in these great
benefits. Paul stated, “Now if we are children, then we are heirs—
heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ” (Rom. 8:17).

Christ became both our high priest and sacrificial lamb. He inter-
ceded to make possible our reconciliation with God. We dare not
neglect or forfeit our great heritage.

He not only interceded with God for our salvation but he inter-
cedes for us in whatever need we have today. He is both worthy and
able to be our mediator. He is as much superior to the angels as the
name he has inherited is superior to theirs (Heb. 1:4). He is God's Son
(v. 5). Angels worship Christ (vv. 6-9). Their ministry is to serve those
who will inherit salvation (v. 14). That service is likely at the direction
of Christ. Jesus the eternal Son will be our high priest until all satanic
powers are overthrown. We will then have a new heaven and a new
earth. We will forever be with the Lord!

1. What does Jesus’ reunion at the right hand of his Father (after
conquering sin’s separation and death) suggest to you about
your own outcome in eternity?

2. What does it mean to you that your intercessor before God
the Father is God the Son, as opposed to an angel or any
other created being?

Charles Wesley gave us the application of this passage of
Scripture in this hymn of faith: “And Can It Be.” Reflect on a
stanza each day this week, contemplating Christ’s amazing love.

And can it be that | should gain

An interest in the Savior’s blood?

Died He for me, who caused His pain—
For me, who Him to death pursued?
Amazing love! How can it be

That Thou, my God, shouldst die for me?

notes



He left His Father’s throne above,
So free, so infinite His grace!
Emptied himself of all but love,
And bled for Adam’s helpless race;
'Tis mercy all! Immense and free,
For, O my God, it found out me!

Long my imprisoned spirit lay,

Fast bound in sin and nature’s night;
Thine eye diffused a quickening ray,

| woke, the dungeon flamed with light;
My chains fell off, my heart was free,

| rose, went forth, and followed Thee.

No condemnation now | dread;
Jesus, and all in Him, is mine;

Alive in Him, my living Head,

And clothed in righteousness divine,
Bold | approach th’eternal throne,

And claim the crown, through Christ my own.
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®® Closin
a'- Ask yoﬁr class to read Colossians
EXERCISE

1:9-20 individually and silently

at least twice. While they are reading,
encourage them to consider what areas of
their lives reflect the Son’s supremacy. Close
with a time of prayer, committing every area
of your lives to Jesus.

. Help your class connect with
the truth from this week’s study
in the Word—try the activity
“Comparison” from Wesley Bible
Lesson Commentary Volume 5.
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Ezekiel 1-2 Chronicles
Daniel
Volume 3 Romans Galatians Leviticus Callto
2024-2025 Ephesians Numbers Holiness:
Philippians Deuteronomy | Dynamic Life
Colossians from Spiritual
Philemon Disciplines
Volume 4 John Ezra 1-2 1-2 Timothy
2025-2026 Nehemiah Thessalonians | Titus
Esther
Volume 5 Hebrews Exodus Joshua Spiritual
2026-2027 Judges Heritage
Ruth Stewardship
Social Issues
Volume 6 Mark Isaiah 1-3 John Job
2027-2028 Psalms
Proverbs
Ecclesiastes
Song of Songs
Volume 7 Genesis Luke Acts 1-2 Corinthians
2028-2029

Call 1-800-493-7539 or visit wphstore.com

for more information on Wesley Bible Adult Curriculum!
For Wesley children’s curriculum, see wphstore.com/collections/wesley-childrens-curriculum
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